TfflRU NARAIYUR (NACHIYAR KOIL)
This is one of the divya desams in Chola Nadu in Tary ore
District. It is situated about five miles from Kumbakonam on the
Kumbakonam Tiruvarur road. This temple is more popularly
known as Nachiyar KoiLThe moment the word Nachiyar koil
is mentioned, the devotees immediately will refer to the Kal
Garuda sevai i.e. the Stone Garuda utsavam. Normally, the
vahanam of God is made either of wood or wood plated with
gold or silver. But in this case, the vahanam is made out of
stone. Hence its unique nature.
This place is surrounded by a number of important temple
towns. To the south about three miles away is Tiruchcherai
(Saranatha Perumal Koil) divya desam. To the north about three
miles away is Thiruvinnagaram divya desam (Oppiliappan koil).
To the west about six miles away is Nandipura Vinnagara divya
desam (Nathan koil). To the southwest, about five miles away
is Thirukudanthai divya desam (Sarangapani temple).
This place is also surrounded by famous saivite temples
on all the sides. To the east about two miles awy is Koogoor, a
famous saivite sthalam.The north is Siddhiswarain and north-
east about 1.5 miles away is TMrupparaithurai. Northwest is
Alagapuri Sivasthalam. Closeby is Sakkottai which is famous
for its .shrine for Lord Ganesa,
The place is known as Srinivasa kshetram, Thirunaraiyur,
Sugandhavana kshetram, Nambiyur, Manimada kovil, "Siddhi
kshetram, Pancha vyuha sthalam, Dwadasakshara kshetram. It,
is known as Sugandha giri. The word is from Sanskrit and it
means sweet scented hill. The place is known as Thiru Naraiyur
(Thiru + Narai + Ur). Thiru means holy, Narai is sweet scent
and Ur means place. Thus, Sugandagiri in Sanskrit as well as
Thiru Naraiyur in Tamil mean one and the same.
It is known as Nambiyur after the name of the Perumal
here who is known as Nambi. It is called a Pancha vyuha
sthalam as God manifested Himself in five forms and is seen
in His five forms in the garbagriha. It is known as Manimada
Kovil because the temple is structured in such a manner that it